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|. Purpose and Scope

The Miller Institute for Basic Research in Science supports innovative, basic science research at
UC Berkeley. In response to current uncertainties in science funding, the Institute is issuing a
special grant opportunity to support new and innovative basic research projects by UC Berkeley
senate faculty members.

This grant is intended to fund new or additional research that, in the absence of additional
funding support, would not be able to take place. Per the terms of our endowment funding,
proposals to fund continued or existing projects are not eligible.

Award Amount: $60,000 per award

Il Eligibility

Senate Faculty at UC Berkeley in STEM schools and colleges as detailed below are eligible for
this call. This includes early-career, mid-career, and senior ladder-rank faculty. Emeritus or
adjunct faculty are not eligible to apply. Postdocs and graduate students are not eligible to
apply. Faculty who received_Research Opportunity Program awards from campus are ineligible.

e College of Letters and Science - Biological Sciences Division
e College of Letters and Science - Math and Physical Sciences Division


https://vcresearch.berkeley.edu/research-opportunity-program

College of Chemistry

Rausser College of Natural Resources

College of Engineering

College of Computing, Data Science, and Society - Department of Statistics

lll.  Funding Details and Restrictions
Allowable Costs:

Funds must be used to support new or additional research projects. Funds may not be used as
replacement funds for existing activities. Research should be focused on basic science. Applied
research is welcome if it offers a clear, promising approach to solving fundamental scientific
problems.

Funding Use:

Other than the constraints mentioned below under “Prohibited Uses”, funds are unrestricted and
may be used at the awardee's discretion to meet research goals. Allowable uses include:

e Supporting postdoctoral appointees, as well as graduate or undergraduate student
researchers.

Purchasing equipment and supplies.

Publication expenses.

Research materials, equipment, and/or supplies.

Travel or field work expenses.

Prohibited Uses:

e Funds to support instruction in organized curricula.
e Replacement of funds for existing activities.

Spending Timeline:

Funds should be spent within 18 months of award. Award funds are expected to be distributed
by January 2027. Spending beyond this time period will require approval from the Miller Institute
Executive Committee.

V. Application Requirements



Application Instructions:

To apply for this funding, interested Pls must first consult with their Department Chair. The
Chair will select the department’s applicant(s), typically one candidate, or two for departments
with large faculty headcounts. The Pl should develop the application, which the Chair then
submits as a single PDF to the Miller Institute via email (millerinstitute@berkeley.edu) by the
deadline of September 8, 2026 at 11:59PM PT. This submission must include the Chair’s
brief (1-2 paragraph) statement of support.

Please use this template to create your applications.

Application Requirements:

1. Cover Page (One Page Maximum)

e Applicant Information: Name, Rank/Title, Department, Chair and Proposal Title.

e Project Abstract (200 words max): Clearly outline the overarching goals of the
research proposal in a way that is accessible to a general scientific audience.

e Budget justification (1-2 paragraphs max): Provide a brief description/justification of
how the support from the Miller Institute Innovation Award will be used, and how the
funding will specifically enhance and enable the proposed new project. A detailed budget
is not required.

e Current and pending funding (1-2 paragraphs max): Provide a list and short
descriptions of all external and internal current and pending funding. If applicable,
include a description of impact by funding shifts, delays or cuts. However, please note
that this funding is not replacement funding, it is intended to facilitate new projects.

2. Research Proposal (Two Page Maximum)

The research proposal should be two pages maximum, with the first page for the text of the
proposal, and the second page for figures and references. Proposals must use 1 inch margins
and no smaller than 11 pt font.

Address the following prompts to explain your project:

e What is the key scientific problem you are solving or key question you seek to explore?
e How will funding from the Miller Institute Innovation Award allow you to lead a new and
innovative project?

3. Chair’s statement of support (1-2 paragraph maximum)

The chair should include a brief statement of support for this application, and why they
are endorsing this applicant.

4. CV or Biosketch


mailto:millerinstitute@berkeley.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yky9fJ_hBXT2DZl5GPQXuIHvSJLzswmCWllHVP24qcw/edit?usp=sharing

Abridged, two-page format.

V. Review

The review committee is composed of UC Berkeley faculty members from across the STEM
fields. Your proposal should be geared toward a broad scientific audience and should avoid

specialized language.

VI. Post award requirements

We require a one-page report on your project after the grant period has closed. Additionally, we
require funding acknowledgement in papers, talks and other appropriate venues for the Miller
Institute's funding support. Awarded faculty also may be featured on the Miller Institute’s
website, social media channels and/or in print newsletters.

VIl. Key Dates

Milestone

Date

Submissions from Chairs to the Miller Institute

Due September 8, 2026

Award Notification

December 2026

Fund Transfers

January 2027

Final report

Due August 31, 2028

Questions may be directed to the Miller Institute at millerinstitute@berkeley.edu.

VIIl. Miller Institute Innovation Research Grant (IRG)

FAQ
Eligibility & Scope

Q: I am an Assistant Professor. Am | eligible to apply?

A: Yes. The IRG is open to all ladder-rank senate faculty in the STEM fields as detailed above

(tenured and tenure-track).



mailto:millerinstitute@berkeley.edu

Q: Can a postdoctoral fellow or graduate student apply?

A: No. Only UC Berkeley Senate Faculty in the eligible STEM departments may apply. However,
grant funds can be used to support the stipends of postdocs and students according to the
restrictions listed in the RFP.

Q: My research is "applied" rather than "basic" science. Should | apply?

A: The Miller Institute’s mission is centered on basic science. Applied research is welcome if it
offers a clear, promising approach to solving fundamental scientific problems.

Q: Can | use this grant to "bridge" a gap in my current funding?

A: No. Per the terms of our endowment, these funds cannot be used to replace funds for
existing activities or to continue current projects. The proposal must outline a new or additional
research direction.

Q: Does the applicant need to have a current or previous affiliation with the Miller Institute?

A: No.

Application & Selection Process

Q: How does the grant selection work?

A: Each eligible department is limited to one nominee (or two for large departments). You must
first discuss your project with your Chair. If they select your project, you will work together to
finalize the application.

Q: Who writes the application?

A: The PI writes the proposal. The Chair will make the submission, which will include a Chair’s
Statement of Support for the proposal.

Budget & Funding
Q: Is a detailed line-item budget required?

A: No. A detailed budget spreadsheet is not required. However, you must provide a 1-2
paragraph budget justification explaining how the $60,000 will specifically enable the new
project. Overhead should not be included in your budget.

Q: Can | use the funds for summer salary?

A: Faculty summer salary may be an allowable expense, however the Pl should detail how
funding summer salary will directly relate to the proposed project.



Q: What is the timeline for spending the award?

A: Funds should be spent within 18 months of the award date. Extensions require approval from
the Miller Institute Executive Committee.

Formatting & Submission

Q: What is required for the application?

A: Please use this Application Template to develop your application.
Q: What are the formatting requirements for the Research Proposal?
A: The proposal is limited to two pages total:

e Page 1: Text of the proposal.
e Page 2: Figures and references.
e Format: 1-inch margins and no smaller than 11-point font.

Q: Who is the audience for the proposal?

A: The review committee consists of faculty from across STEM fields. Please write for a broad
scientific audience and avoid highly specialized jargon.

Q: Where should the Chair send the final application?

A: The Chair should email the complete application as a single PDF to
millerinstitute@berkeley.edu no later than September 8, 2026 at 11:59pm PT.

Q: Does my application need to be reviewed by the Sponsored Projects Office?
A: No, your application does not need to be reviewed by SPO.
Q: Who should | contact if | have more questions?

A: Please contact Hilary Jacobsen, Chief Administrative Officer at the Miller Institute at
millerinstitute @berkeley.edu.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yky9fJ_hBXT2DZl5GPQXuIHvSJLzswmCWllHVP24qcw/edit?tab=t.0
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